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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

Did you read The Peterborough
Examiner two-part series on the future
of the church in Peterborough? It made
interesting but sad reading. Sad to think
that the church which was once so
central a part of Peterborough’s life has
become so marginalised. Sad to think
that a fine church like Knox United —
which, of course, grew out of St. Paul’s
100 years ago — is now slated to close
down next year.

The Examiner article rightly
identifies many of the causes of this
decline: people working and shopping
on Sundays, organised sports competing
with church services, ageing
congregations not being replaced by
younger members, churches failing to
change in a changing world.

The fact that the church has got to
change if it is going to survive and grow
in today’s world goes without saying.
But this begs the question: How should
the church change? How can it change
in such a way that attracts new members
while not alienating existing members?
And how can the church change in such
a way that it remains true to itself?

We could, of course, change St.
Paul’s to become more like the
“successful”  Pentecostal or non-
denominational  churches such as
Christian Victory. We could have the

minister shed his gowns and dress more
casually, drums and guitars instead of an
organ, power-point presentations instead
of sermons as well as calling on our
members to tithe or pledge. The
sacrifice we would make is that we
would no longer really be a Presbyterian
church. We would lose touch with our
roots. The real challenge for us in St.
Paul’s, therefore, is how to change in
meaningful and effective ways and still
be truly Presbyterian. Any ideas?
Turning to congregational matters,
what is the “state-of-play” regarding the
sanctuary roof? Is it possible that the 8
steel columns could ever be removed?
That would require a substantial amount
of work to be undertaken to strengthen
the roof and straighten the walls.
Whether that is feasible depends on
further inspection of the walls by our
structural engineer and architect. At the
moment we are waiting for that
investigative work to be carried out and
hope that it will be done in the near
future. One thing is certain, if it does
prove feasible to have further work
carried out, it would be costly. It could
not be financed by our trust funds and
would necessitate a capital campaign.
Have you noticed how good the
outside of St. Paul’s has looked this
summer? Driving along Water Street
towards our church building I have
constantly been delighted at how
attractive it appears. Thank you to
Carole Adams who has done a
wonderful job with the flower tubs
again this year. She has put a great deal
of time and effort into keeping the
flowers and plants fresh and colourful.
A big thank you also to our custodian,
Shawn Blackwood, and Board member,
Ray McFadyen, for all their hard work
in keeping the grounds, the steps and
the doors in such good condition. The
painting of the Water Street door, along
with the wrought iron hinges and lamps,

has added greatly to our church
building’s wonderful appearance.

On the subject of being careful
what you pray for (the topic of a sermon
a few weeks back), always remember
that, no matter what you pray for,
someone may trump your prayer. A
driver abandoned his car in a no-parking
area one day with the following note
tucked under his windshield wiper,
“I’ve circled this block for 20 minutes.
I’'m late for an appointment. If I don’t
park here, I’ll lose my job. Forgive us
our trespasses.” When he came back he
found a parking ticket accompanied by a
note. “I've circled this block for 20
years and, if I don’t give you a ticket,
I’ll lose my job. Lead us not into
temptation!”
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“I think he’s overdoing the
casual approach, don’t you?”



DATES TO REMEMBER:

Saturde;y,

Canadian Bible Society
Sept 25 Dinner
6:00 p.m. Sign up sheet outside
the office
Saturday United Empire Loyalists
October 2 Banquet
6:00 p.m.
Sunday. Sacrament of Holy
Oct 3 Communion 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, Thanksgiving Pie Sale 7:00
Oct 9 a.m.
Sunday, Thanksgiving donations of
Oct 10 fruit and vegetables to decorate
the sanctuary will be gratefully
received and will go to the
Brock Mission afterwards
Sunday, Community Kitchen hot meals
Nov.7 start from 5-6 p.m. each
Sunday evening
Saturday, Christmas Fair 10 -2 p.m.
Nov 27

Now that suwuner isy over, it's tume
to- get doww to- businesy once agair
Sunday, September 26th will be owr
official re~opening of SUNDAY SCHOOL -
anw event we planw to mark withh a
nowrishing and, nutritiows PIZZA AND
ICE CREAM LUNCH (Ywwuny, ywnumy!l)
We hope that all membersy of owr
congregation will attend.

We awre stil hoping members wills comes
forwawrd to assist owr teachery v
Sunday School. AW yow need to- qualify
childrew to- the love of Jesus - and, as
mandated by The Presbyterian Church
invCanada, apolice background check.

Owr EGGS FOR INDIA prograwume
retuwrng onthe last Sunday of the montiv

- one of the very worthwhile
prograwmumes we have undertakeww to-
provide eggs for the childvew of India.
workersy inv Indiav who- make sure that
the money iy spent ow eggs for the little
ones:

Pleases dont forget owr LENDING
LIBRARY... i’y full of interesting books
ow o wide variety of subjecty, and is
there for all to-use.

Please keep awv eye out for ouwr ongoing
activities in Sunday bulleting.

Yowry i |Christ’y Sexrvice,

CarolAnderson
Chair Christion Education Committee

THANKSGIVING PIE SALE

This has always been a great
success and has raised more than
$500 for the General Fund in
previous years. We are looking for
donations of home made pies for this
event. There is a sign up sheet
outside the office for those who would be willing to
bring pies. This will give us a rough idea how many
pies might be coming. For more details, please call
Catherine Thomas 745-2198 or the office 745-
1411.

FIVE GIFTS TO GIVE YOUR CHILDREN

ACCEPTANCE Teach them they are loved for who
they are. Give this gift with a kiss.

SELF CONFIDENCE Help them understand they can
trust themselves. Give this gift with a hug.
LIFE WITHOUT NEEDLESS FEARS Don't let
them see you as a worrier. Give this gift with laughter.
APPRECIATION Help them become people with a
spark who enjoy al of life and everything around them.
Give this gift as they go out the door.

FAITH Introduce them to God, the best friend they
will ever have. Give this gift by taking them to Sunday
School and worship services every Lord's day.
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2011 St. Paul’s Diaries will be
available from the office the middle
of October at a cost of $8.50 each.

FINANCIAL REPORT
(end of August, 2010)

Total Income $119,500
Including:

e Presbyterians Sharing $6,165
e PWS&D $3,493
e Trustees $8,000
* Roof $8,300
Total Expenditures  $128,000

The Board of Managers constantly try to
keep expenses under control and in budget. The
summer months always put a strain on the church
finances with lower attendance on Sunday
mornings. Hopefully, as attendance increases
over the next few months, things will improve.

We are doing reasonably well with
donations for Presbyterians Sharing. We have
raised $6,000 towards our $10,000 allocation, and
an additional $3,500 for Presbyterian World
Service and Development, plus $286 for the
“‘Eggs for India” project which is excellent. It
would be nice to send in more than our allocation
as many churches do, and we are on our way to
making this happen.

We are ordering the 2011 church
envelopes in the next few weeks. If anyone would
like envelopes for next year, please contact the
office. Members who have envelopes for 2010,
and have used them, will automatically get 2011
envelopes unless we hear to the contrary.

The Board of Managers is trying to utilize
unused space in the church and therefore,
generate more income. We are presently renting
three rooms upstairs in the Christian Education
Wing to the Community Chaplaincy Centre to be
used as offices. This gives us additional income
on a regular basis.

We rented the Christian Education Hall for
seven weeks during July and August to Market
Hall for its Music and Drama Camps for young
people between the ages of 5 and 13. The income
from this helped us greatly during the summer
months.

To date, we have raised an additional
$8,300 for roof repairs which will be paid back to
the Board of Trustees in the near future.

On behalf of the Board of Managers, thank
you for your continuing support for the upkeep
and work of St. Paul's. It is greatly appreciated!
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THE CHRISTMAS FAIR
Looking for New Ideas

Our Christmas Fair has followed the same
format for a few years now and we would like
some feedback and/or suggestions from members
of the congregation to help spruce it up a bit.

Last year, our beef and chicken pies sold
extremely well and the usual jams, jellies, deli
items, candies, baking and new-to-you table also
were very popular. We cleared almost $2,800 last
year which made it the largest fund-raiser of the
year and the income for the general fund was
greatly appreciated. We are very happy to
continue doing this. We just thought that there
might be innovative ideas lurking in the minds of
the members of the congregation which could
bring fresh light to the whole process. We have
tentatively booked Saturday, November 27 for this
event, but we would like to hear from you.

Some churches have abandoned the idea of a
Christmas Bazaar completely — others have
brought the date so far forward that they are
starting in October — deciding what to do for the
best is quite a challenge! Please let us know what
you think. Speak to Evelyn Turner or contact the
office as soon as possible.

PIE MAKING SESSIONS

We are looking for volunteers to make
chicken and meat pies for the Christmas Fair on
the following Saturdays - October 30th. and
November 13th. Pastry and fillings will all be
supplied - we just need ladies armed with rolling
pins to make the 300 pies we need! Please come
and join us - the more help we get, the faster the
pies will be made! We have a lot of fun doing this
so hope to see you then.

TRANSPORTATION
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A
RIDE TO CHURCH, please
advise Dave Graham (292-
6890), Eric Prugh or Janet
Halstead. We, as the Outreach Committee, want to
know so we can make arrangements for you. If you
are available to pick people up, please make yourself
known.

The Outreach Committee are planning to implement
this programme but we need your input.

Further information will be made available as soon as
we have results.







