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“O taste and see that
the Lord is good”

FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

| love that old story of the
atheist who kept heckling the
minister during his sermon on
creation one Sunday morning.
“Yes, but what was God doing
before he created the world?” he
shouted out with a smirk on his
face. Quick as a shot, the minister
replied, “Well, of course, he was
creating hell for unbelievers like
you!”

In his recent book, The Grand
Design, Professor Stephen
Hawking denies that the existence
of God is necessary to explain why
or how the universe came into
being. “Because there is a law
such as gravity,” he maintains, “the
universe can and will create itself
from nothing. It will arise naturally
from physical law.”

But, surely, the universe
could not bring itself into being.
Surely, something or someone
must have caused it to do so. If,
as Hawking says, it was the law of
science or, more specifically the
law of gravity, that was the
precipitating factor then that begs
the most obvious question: What
or who brought the law of science
or the law of gravity into being?
Surely, Hawking ignores the most

basic of all natural laws: Cause
and Effect. £

As we read such statements in
the media, coming from such
seemingly eminent authorities, we
are tempted to believe they must
be right and we question our faith
all over again. But let's remember,
brilliant physicist though Hawking
may be, that in no way makes him
an expert on religion or spirituality.
In these matters, | think he is way
out of his depth. Better to listen to
a real authority. Better to listen to
Jesus.

Turning to more mundane, but
no less important matters, letters
have now been sent out from the
church with regard to revision of
the roll — which you may remember

| talked about in the Ilast
newsletter. This process of
revision is ‘necessary, not just

because the Book of Forms tells
us to do it every year or that we
have to do it as part of the vacancy
process. We have to do it as an
essential part of the process of
strengthening our congregation.
Let's look at it using a sports
analogy. Supposing we are part of
a hockey or a baseball team.

“I‘MAFQAIDIT‘S%FOQ-VOUTORENDEQUNTO
CAESAR THAT WHICH IS CAESAR'S.

Supposing, further, that every
game we try our best, give our
utmost and play our hearts out.
But, supposing even further, that
there were those on the team who
sit back, don’t ever get involved
and only contribute the bare
minimum, would we not want to do
something about this? Would we
not feel that the team would be
much stronger if everyone was
playing their part? Would we not
want to try even harder because
we knew that everyone else was
doing the same? And would all of
this not also be true of the church
which, after all, is in many ways
also a team? God's team?

Finally, two men were
castaway on a desert island after
their cruise ship sank. One man
was very upset and anxious that
they would be lost forever, but the
other remained calm and hopeful.
“Don’t worry,” he reassured his
friend, “we’ll soon be found.” But
his companion would not be
comforted. “How can you be so
confident? How do you know
everything will turn out OK?” he
asked. Relaxing with his head
against a palm tree, the other man
said, “| know that my minister will
find me. You see, | give $1 million
to my church every year through
PAR, so | know for sure he’ll come
for me!”

Pre Authorised Remittance
(PAR) makes sense. It means you
can relax on your desert island this
summer knowing that, until we find
you, the finances of your church
will be in good condition. Give it a
thought. It's a great way to donate!

George A, Tuwrwer



Come one - come alll Join us

< SUNDAY for a time of fellowship
s, SCHOOI. before the summer months.

It's Strawberry Social time
on Sunday, June 26 after
the church service. Please join us!

To date, we have collected $416.88 for our
"Eggs for India" project. This translates into
almost 6000 eggs. Thank you to our Sunday
School children for collecting and also to the
congregation for being so generous.

We need Sunday School teachers for the
summerlll Any offers? Everything is provided so
all you have to do is volunteer your time. Please
think about it! :

MESSAGE FROM THE SESSION

Over the coming months, Session plans to
keep in touch with the congregation for regular
updates regarding Rev. Turner’s retirement in 2012,
and the Vacancy Process. This communication is the
first in this series.

Session, Board of Managers, and the
Trustees of St. Paul’s are all working together to
provide as smooth a transition as possible. We
welcome any thoughts from the congregation at any
time and would appreciate hearing from anyone
regarding your wishes and concerns.

Rev. Turner has announced he will retire
around the time of the annual meeting in 2012. As a
congregation, we appreciate his lengthy notice, as
this brings huge change for all of us. Rev. George
Turner and his wife, Evelyn,, have been with St.
Paul’s for 25 plus years. We all appreciate how hard
they have both worked for this congregation. Evelyn
is planning to retire this summer, and The Board of
Managers is in the process of creating a job
description to start the process of finding a Church
Secretary. There will be events to celebrate Evelyn’s
retirement as well as the 2012 retirement of Rev..
Turner. More to come in the next few weeks on
Evelyn’s recognition luncheon.

First steps in the Vacancy Process are to
notify Presbytery and have an Interim Moderator
appointed. Those steps have been taken, and we
expect to have an Interim Moderator for
approximately a year. The Interim Moderator will
oversee the congregation, and will aid Session in
finding Sunday Supply (various clergy and lay
preachers conducting services week by week) or
Stated Supply (an ordained minister conducting
services each week plus some pastoral work), or the
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appointment of an Interim Minister by Presbytery. If
an Interim Minister is appointed, besides preaching
each Sunday and performing all the other normal
tasks of ministry, he/she will assist the congregation
with developing the Congregation Profile (what the
congregation is looking for in a minister), and also
assist with setting up a Search Committee which will
reflect all aspects of the life of St. Paul’s.

The congregation of St. Paul’s has been
blessed with two long-term ministries — Rev. George
Turner, and prior to Rev Turner, we had Rev. Alec
Calder. Session is encouraging the congregation to
support a process which will arrive at the best
possible candidate which will support the outcome of
the Congregational Profile. This process will take
time. Session and the Board of Managers is
encouraging all members to continue attending
Sunday services through this transition, and to keep
their financial support in place. We have a program
called PAR, which enables your weekly financial
support to continue, even if you are unable to attend.
Session and The Board of Managers encourage all
members to sign up for PAR, as the costs of running
the business of St. Paul’s will continue.

There will be further wupdates and
communications as The Session, The Board of
Managers and The Trustees lead us through these
next months.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet Halstead
Clerk of Session.

MUSIC AT ST. PAUL'S
SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2011
' S P.M.

The Adler String Quartet (Gerard Kantarjian
and Jim Survis, violins, Roxanna Kantarjian,

viola, and Norman Franke, cello together with
Douglas Schalin, piano and organ, present the
music of Mozart - Piano Quartet in g minor,
CPE Bach - Sonata in g for organ, and
Dvorak - the "American” Quartet.

Free admission. Cash donations will be
accepted for the St. Paul's "Roof Restoration
Fund”. Donations of $10 or more are eligible
for an income tax receipt.



YARD SALE

SATURDAY, JUNE 11™
7-12 NOON

WE ARE LOOKING FOR “GOOD” USED ITEMS (NOT
CLOTHES). ITEMS MAY BE BROUGHT TO THE
CHURCH FROM NOW ON AND STORED IN THE
BASEMENT. DONT FORGET TO COME ALONG -
YOU MAY FIND A TREASURE! WE ALSO NEED
HELP - PLEASE CALL THE OFfFICE.

BOARD OF MANAGERS

It is with deep regret that we inform you of the
impending retirement of our church secretary,
Mrs. Evelyn Turner. Evelyn has asked that her
retirement take effect June 30th. We have begun
the process of considering her replacement
(which | am sure you will agree, is a daunting
task!) The job description is being revised and an
advertisement will be placed in local papers soon.
As a Board, we have benefited daily from her
dedicated service to the church. Evelyn's ready
smile and quick wit have made St. Paul's one of
the most welcoming places in Peterborough and
we will miss that smile in its "official" capacity,
but we know she will still be here on Sundays and
as a volunteer when she can be.

We would like to hold a reception to honour Mrs.
Turner in the Guild Room on Sunday, June 26th
after the service in conjunction with the
Strawberry Social. Those wishing to sign a card of
good wishes can contact Sheryl Smith at 705 750
4936 during business hours, or after church any
Sunday morning.

FINANCIAL REPORT TO END APRIL 2011

FINANCIAL REPORT

INCOME
ENVELOPES, LOOSE 26,500
PRESBYTERIANS SHARING /P.W.S. & D 2,700
ROOF 2,185
TRUSTEES 24,000
ALL OTHER INCOME 12,905
HALL RENTAL/FUNDRAISING ETC

TOTAL INCOME 0900
EXPENDITURES 95,890

Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull
out when in trouble, it is a "steering wheel("
that directs us in the right path throughout

life.

When God solves your problems, you have
faith in His abilities; when God doesn't solve

your problems He has faith in your abilities.

Friendship is like a book. It takes a few
seconds to burn, but it takes years to write.

Page 3

We would like to encourage you to keep up
your envelopes over the summer months if you
are away so that we do not have to ask the
Trustees for additional funds to carry us
through.

We would really like to thank you for your
ongoing generous support we really
appreciate it.

Graham Lewis, Treasurer

STRAWBERRY
SOCIAL

SUNDAY, JUNE, 26TH

Join us for sandwiches,

strawberries and ice cream!
Cost - donation at door for our foster
child in Burkina Faso

Worrying does not take away
tomorrow's troubles; it takes away
today's peace.







